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Beew 
Bhaley 

BY SAMSHER ALI 



RECALLING 
THE TRADE 
ROUTE 
BY VIMAL KHAWAS 



mm 




The Under -19 DGHC Girls 
Football Team that won the 
West Bengal Girls Footrall 
Tournament this year was given 
a herd s welcome here on the 
14 of September . 

Of tie sixteen girls that were 
part of the Under 19 DGHC 
team, seven have been chosen 
torepresent the Bengal team that 
will play in the national level 
tournament which will be held 
at Guwahati on the first week of 
December this year . 

T he w elcome cer e mo n y 
organized by the DGHC 
Kalimpong School Sports and 
Co-Curriculum Activity 
Association (KSSCAA) J 
started around one in the 
afternoon where students 
and teac her s of dif fa: ent 
schools and DGHC councilors 
of Kalimpong escorted them 
in a rally fern 8 mile. The rally, 
which was led by a school band, 
ended in the premises of the 
Scottish University Mission 



Members of the Team 



Institution (SIM) where a 

congratulation and welcome 

speech along with a dance 
program was held. 

In the congratulation and 
welcome speech the KSSCAA 
secretary N R Bradhan said, "This 
DGHC girls football team has 
made history by winning the state 
level under 19 Girls Football 
tournament. Last year the DGHC 
under 19 girls team had 



BEND 
JKE THE 
KALIMPONG 
GIRLS 

BY REZA PRA 





managed to be the 

runners up in the state level and 
this year they have made us 
proud/' 

The West Beng al Girls Football 
Tournament final was held at 
Dinhatta on September 12 
where the DGHC Girls under 
19-football team won the team 
of 24-Fraganas by 2 nil. 

Speaking to himalayan Times 
- the coach of the team Pranav 



MY DATE WI TH| 

LADY 
MOUNT BAT T EI 
BY HARKA 
DIYALI 



Pariyar said, "We are happy that 
we managed to win the other 
team. Now the seven girls who 
have been chosen to represent 
the state will be go for training 
at Calcutta on INbvember 2 nd after 
which they will go to the rational 
tournament which will be held 
at Guwahati/' 

Fifteen-y ear -old Emelda Lepcha 
of SL George School of Pedong 
said, "The ccnpetition was tough 
with the opponent team having 
a strong defense . However, we 
managed to win and it does feel 
good that we did this 
representing the DGHC team." 
Lepcha is one of the team 
players who participated in 
the state Jevel Uhder-19 Girls 
Football Tournament. Sne is 
also amongst the seven that 
have been chosen to represent 
the state in tire naticral level. 

Speaking about her being chosen 
in the state team Lepcha said, 
"Everyone in the team is a good 
player and it came as a surprise 
that I was also chosen for the 
state team. It feels good and we 
will give it our best shot in the 
rational level/' 

The other girls that have been 
chosen to represent the state 
team are Suzan Sherpa, Eden 
Hrutia, Sane ha Kumari Tamang, 
Elizibeth Dewan, Narian Bhutia 
and Prina Gurung. 
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Editorial 



It seems we in the Hills will never learn- we are well 
informed and have in-depth understanding of the blunders 
that the rest of the country is committing and we talkabout 
the same and criticize these mistakes squarely. But the 
moment we turn around- we fall into the same trap. 

We have seen what Mandalization of the society has and is 
doing to the country. We tore V.P.Singh's casteist policies 
to bits and blamed him for all the bloodshed and hatred his 
"divide & rule" policy fanned through out the country. Its 
another matter that he could not rule but divide he surly did. 

At that time when the rest of country was burning, the Hills 
were probably one of the most sober and sane places in 
India. 

Now, after about a decade and a half, we like tube lights, 
are belatedly trying to hitch on to the runaway Mandal train. 
We in the Hills for whom unity was one of the biggest 
strengths, now seem hell bent in fracturing this very strength 
of ours. We now very seldom seem to think as a single 
community but rather can hardly seem to think beyond the 
community that we belong to. Only on very rare occasions 
are we Gorkhas now- we now tend to identify ourselves 
more as Lepchas or Tamangs or Rais or Limbus or what- 
ever whatever.lt seems we are setting a course for a future 
where petty caste or creed or religious politics would re- 
place the politics of unity and harmony that has till recently 
been our strength and forte. How else can we explain the 
fact that last Sunday i.e. on the 12 th of September 2004, 
five different communities held separate meeting in five 
different locations of the town??? 

Wouldn't it have been better if all of them and all the rest 
had got together and met at Mela Ground to discuss the 
fate and wellbeing of the entire Gorkha community??? 



DO YOU HAVE ANY THING THAT 
YOU WANT TO SHARE WITH THE 
REST OF KALIMPONG ??? 

HAVE YOUR SAY AT 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



Dear Sir, 

Mr. Bhanu Baral has once again by his thought provok- 
ing article "Mobile Manners", highlighted the menace 
that cell phones have become in the present times. He 
has very rightly said that Mobiles are a good servant but 
a bad master. 

I came to realize this only after my two sons got them- 
selves a mobile phone each. Now it seems that they 
cannot live without it ! ! ! 

I hope that after reading the above mentioned article by 
Mr. Baral, cell phone users of the town will learn a little 
bit of Mobile Manners. 



Mr. Suren Khati 
Rellie Road 



AO 

Dear Sir, 



.7 



This letter is with reference to the article "Furore over 
Kohli" by Mr. Jacob Shen in your last issue. 

In the aftermath of the Kohli episode, all newspapers, 
magazines as well as the electronic media were full of 
the Kohli affair- infact there was a deluge of news on 
this topic and for a short time we the casual readers had 
a over dose of the entire episode. Every aspect of the 
unfortunate incident was analyzed an discussed but still 
I felt that there was something amiss. Jacob Shen's article 
I felt was a very comprehensive one on the topic and he 
seems to have covered every aspect of the entire story. 

My congratulations to you and Jocob Shen for the above 
refered article. 

Thanking You, 
Nayan Sundas 
Tong Soong 
Darjeeling 



himalayan times page 3 



Vol 2 Issue 5 



Sisterly love for brother tree 

By Staff Correspondent 

The stirferts of Clunry V\fcrrei's Cbllege hare thecfestartimcf orfcsbs. Ihisisthethiid^^that 
care at with an edtceteLy iirovatbe and rdaLe v\Ey this progtHite is being held and ve hqoe that ky this 
of shcMmg cmoem far the 

On Rahshabandan Day, 
students of Clunny Vfaren's 
Gilao^ the arfly all girls cdllep 
irithetDArv shcved their etzere 
concern for the rarxtnv 
eploitchimcf cur fiiestsky tying 
thoeads on trees. On this cfey, 
Hinii girls tie thirds cn their 
bxther's v\rists, psprg fir their 
veil being ard long life. In other 
vocfc, the stucbts cf this crilep 
bae £ crcpd a new felatiaT£bipfe 
trass- this s^tbclic act calls 
fir hcthady lae fir or -toss. 

Sneaking to Hinal^m tines 
Sister Sqiiie Rai of Clunry 

CkOeopscy, y 1hLs is a ve/ are droning cur onan for voaldpxtect and cats fcr our tathss." 




Sir, When you were a student, did you always get 
90% like you expect us to get???? 




act ve can draw the atba±im 
to tie ctefczestaticn in cur 

This progtHine v\as an 
iritiathe of the Clunry Bx> 
Erierdly Nbverent (LEHM) , 
vhich is a natixe cb±> vdthin 
theoilgp. 

Mss Eto l^a F&L a 
stifets cf the cdlep sa^ 
'lAfe at Clunry Cbllege feel 
hicJUy aiOTiBd at the wnbcn 
f ellin g of trees as veil as 
cfe5bartim cf cur foests. B/ 
this act ve hcpe to spread 
awareness abcut this graxe 
pxhlmtbat fees us. Vfehaxe 
\oed to probect treas as ve 



FUTURE OF KALIMPONG 

MASTER ISHAN DIXHIT 
DATE OF BIRTH 18TH FEB 2004 
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FLOWERS FINALLY BLOSSOM IN 



An old Sanskrit saying goes 
southing lik e this y/ tber e is al w ays 
a shortage of water in the water 
carriers heme". This holds true in 
Kaliimpong too- Kaliirpong which is 
wcrJdr eno wned for its fJowers 
actually has to spend tine looking 
fix fbwersif and whan it reqjirs 
it. Finally the town may find it 
easier to cpaxh its thirsts for cut 
flowers, bouques & flower 
garlands with the opening of the 
first exclusive flower shop in 
Kalimpong. 

Seing the demand for flowers 
amongst the locals, Mrs. Shela 
Pradhan of Standard Nursery has 
opened an exclusive flowers shop 
in Kaliirpong. "Blossom", the 
name of the shop, is located at the 
Ma. Super Market corplex. Exotic cut 
flowers like Anthuriums, Gladioli, 
Asto Maria & Gaily can now readily 



be brought over the counter here. 
Besides these Cattleya which is 
known as the Queen of Orchids, a 
variety of Ferns and Foliage plants 
are also available here. 




A variety of flowers at the shop 



Sys Mr. Mona Moktan who 
manages the store, "Besides locally 
available plants and flcwers, we also 
procuref lower s from Gangtok and 



FOOD FESTIVAL TO BE HELD 



Good news for the food lovers of 
the region - its Razzmatazz tine 
once again. 

tezrBtazz - the ore of its 
kind food festival is being held at 
K aliirpong Town Hall on thel9th 
of Se pt ember . Or ganiz ed b y the 
Good Shepherd Institute of 
Hospitality Management (GSIHM) , 
this festival was held for the first 



time in November last year and was 
a big hit arrcngst the locals. 

T he cr ganiz er s have planned 
a much big ger and mor e e xor avaga± 
festival this time around. It is 
expected tha t almost 125 dif far ent 
food items will be prepared this yex- 
almost 40 items more that the 
previous year . As per the organizers 
- this year errphasis will be given to 
local cuisines. Food lovers 
would be able to enjoy a variety 
cf Bhutanese, Tibetan, lepeba 
and Gorkha food. Besides this 
Sea Food, Mar aw ad, Tandori 
and mouth watering variety of 
others dishes can also be 
enjoyed at the f e±L vaL &ys Mr . 
Alvin Lama, Director of GSIHM, 
and the brain behind the festival, 
'^fter the tremendous response 
that tire f e±LvalresLved last year 
File Photo of the Food F est Last Year from lover of good food of the 
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HEART OF TOWN 

By Staff Correspondent 
others nearby places though most of 
the flowers & plants sold in this cutlet 
is grown in our own nursery. "She 
further says, "We are still sellin g 
Azaleas in this season althouojn the 
season for the locally grown 
Azaleas has long ended. This 
variety of Azaleas that we are 
selling at the present is of Belgian 
variety. Gerberas of several 
varieties including frcm Holland 
are available with us ." 

Besides cut flcwers and 
plants the outlet also makes 
available to flowers lovers 
bouques , wr ea ths and g ar lands . 
Bouques ranging frcm Rs.50/- to 
Rs .300/- areavailabJeat all tires 
in the shop. "Ihe various varieties 
of Chinese Bamboos, Dwarfs and 
bushy plants are in big demand with 
the Bengali tourists", says MDktan. 



region, this y ear' s f e±i_ val will be 
big ger and better ." 

Giving more details on the 
festival Lama says, "For the 
entertainment of the visitors to the 
festival, we have planned some 
very exciting musical shows which 
will take place while the food f est 
is in pr ogress . W e ar e sur e it will 
live up to its name "razzmatazz" 
which means to "razzal and the 
dazzle". 

It is Jearnt that"Aooustica" a 
popular musical band from 
Car jeeling and a Gazzal group frcm 
Siligxi are being invited to perform 
at the festival. An ethnic Nepali 
dance group from Nepal is also 
expected to perf or m f or the 
entertainment of the guests. 

W ith month watering food 
and music to match - it is expected 
that all roads in Kaliiipcng will lead 
to Town Hall on the 19 th of 
September . 
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DAK GHAR 

By Anup Moktan 



In a historic day for Kalinpong Postal 
Services, the Computerized Mukhya 
Dak Ghar was inauguration by Mr. 
Jhon Samuel, the Postmaster General 
of North Bengal and Sikkim, on 6* of 
September. The inauguration was 
part of the Kalinpong Post Office 
Festival which 
was held for 
two days. 

Kalinpong, it 
may be 
recalled, had a 
combined Sub- 
Office (CSO) 
before, but it 
has now been 
accorded the 

status of a Mukhya Dak Ghar (head 
post office) with fully computerized 
infrastructure . Incidentally 
Kalinpong Post Office is the first to 
be fully computerized in the district. 

To commemorate the event, 
Kalinpong Post Office had organized 
a function at the Town Hall on the 6* 
of September. Musical shows were 
presented by various schools of 




Kalinpong in the function. Speaking 
on the occasion, Mr. Dawa Pakhrin, 
the Chief Guest, thanked the 
Postmaster General for the 
achievement/' It is a milestone in the 
history of Kalinpong Post Office and 
the people of Kalinpong will surely 
benefit from the 
computerization 
and upgradation 
of the same, he 
said. 



to 




Apart from the 
upgradation and 
modernization, 
new facilities like 
savings schemes, 
philately 
computers and a customer care cell 
were also included in the repertoire 
of the post office. 

According to Mr . John Samuel 
Kalinpong will also have flower and 
cardamom post services, "Kalinpong 
is famous world wide for flowers. 
Now people can send flowers not 
only in India but also to foreign cities 
like Amsterdam. Infact we have tied 
up with the Airlines and people 



concerned 
Amsterdam 
export flowers out 
there/' said Mr. 
Samuel . Similarly 
people will also be 
able to export 
cardamom from the 
post office/' A person 
wishing to buy Kalimpong 
cardamom can order for cardamom 
packets through the Internet /'he 
added . 

He presented the award for highest 
growing post office in the region to 
Kalimpong post office. Several 
employees of the post office were also 
felicitated for their outstanding 
performance . 

A philately exhibition and an inter- 
school quiz competition was also held 
at the Centenary Hall of Girls High 
School. Out of the 5 participating 
school in the quiz competition, St. 
Augustine's School won the 1* prize 
while Rockvale Academy and 
Saptashri Gyanpeeth bagged the 2 nd 
and 3 rd prizes respectively. 



AIR TEL TO BE LAU NC HED BY PU JA S 



Airtel is all set to invaoe the cell phone market in the region. It is expected 
that it will start operation ky the end of next month. 

As per Mr. Frcmod Chourasia of Chowrasia's who are the local agents of 
Airtel at Kalinpong service would be started by the end of next month, most 
probably before the Pujas. "Network testing and others details are being looked 
into at the moment and towers have been set", he informed. 

In Kalinpong, three towers have been constructed, one at Delo, one at Drupin 
and one atop the Laxmi stores building at IMfein Road. It is expected that the network 
would be available in the entire sub - division though Bedong would have to wait 
till the tower at Rissium (6km frcm Algarah) is read/. Chowrasia also claimed that 
Airtel would provided network coverage in the entire Sliguri - Kalinpong highway. 

It is expected that existing will phone service providers in the region like 
Reliance and BSNL would be given a good run for their money once Airtel starts 
operations here. The subscribers on the other hand look forward and availing quality 
service which the existing operators sadly have not been able to provide till date. 




K if 

31 



Airtel tower above 
Luxmi Stores 
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B±tar read collectivity to pecple 



Gore Decanter andpeqole living in places lite Gitrfelaling^ Kafir, 
Eecrali and even Singe, Loleygcan, SacmUcung and Sarthar will 
get better connectivity to Kaliirpong with new reads ejected to 
be opened by then. 

The censbartim cf the 15 km read stretch from felloe to Efeerali 
and another 20 km read stretch from 1 ^1 lie to Singe is being 
constructed by the DQHC fecial Department with the funds 
received from the central government under the under the Rural 
lhfi3StDjeture Development Fund (RHF) . 

"W e are abcut to finish both the road sbstdn and it will tecaipletsi 
by Deoerber this year .After we finidi the fellie to Etaali read 
stretch vhich we are raking it will benefit the people cf Gitrfebling, 
KBffe, laa and also Deerali by giving \5un}o&3^ ccnc&t±j^ to 
Kaliirpong. We will be saving alrcst 30 km cf read stretch,'' said 
Anil Chettri, Assistant Engineer cf Kalinpcng sub division DGHC 
fecial deparbrmt, which is unofertaking RELF and the Pradhan 
Nantri Grahmin Sarak Yo jna projects, funcfed by the central 
gcvernment. 

Earlier the distance frem Kaliirpong to Deorali via Kaf fe: stood at 
55km. Chce the new road to Deerali via fellie is completed the 
distance between Kalinpcng will be enly 25 km. 
The road stretch, which is being constructed frem Deerali to fellie, 
had started way back by the DGHC Emergency Genstructicn Cell. 



By Reza Pradhan 
After completion cf abcut 7 km cf stretch the project had stepped 
in 1998 che to lade of funds. In the year 2002 the DGHC ^ecdal 
Department had again took up this project. 
Speaking abcut the Rellie to Singe road, Chettri said, "Ibe 
construction cf this read started last year . Ore corpletei it will 
benefit pecple of Singe, Loleygcan, Samalbung and Samthar , asit 
will give them tetter connectivity to Kalinpcng. We will te saving 
almost 53 kn once this read stretch is completed/' 
The route from Kalinpcng to Singe via Kaf fer new stands at 85 
km. After this new road stretch is completed the distance frem 
Kalinpcng to Sinep via Eala will te only 32 km. 
'thee teth the read are completed it will prove to te very tenefioial 
for the local pecple there as it will give thenfette: connectivity to 
town. Due to the hupp distance cf "these places from Kalinpcng 
the local pecple there feed a lot cf problem especially in case cf 
ill health, as bringing hiirvher to Kalinpcng was a prdclerv" said 
Chettri. 'iXbreover, the same problem persisted as all the 
acministrative cf flees cf those places are in the town area and cue 
to raest of the local pecple being farmers they have to acme and 
sell their prccuce in town. Net only is it time censuring but it also 
proves expensive to them. After the new road stretch are open it 
will solve such premiers for tier/' said Chettri also adding that 
tetter connectivity cf these places will also pjve]ne]pi^ 



ALL YOUR ARTICLES , POEMS, 
SUGGESTIONS & THOUGHTS 
CAN BE SENT TO- 

THE EDITOR 
himalayan TIMES 
C/O HIMALAYAN TIMES 
MAIN ROAD 
KALIMPONG 
OR YOU MAY E-MAIL US AT 



himalayantimes @redifi&nail.com 




KALIMPONG SPEAKS !!!!!! 

last issues question- 
is Kaliirpong spending too much money each year in the name of 
Independence Day?? 
Out of the 76 respondent , 48 thinks that Kaliirpong should 
excercise a little bit more caution in spending so much money on 

Independence Day while 28 responses received think that the 
money spent on Indepndence Day is just a a token of the love that 
we have for the country. 




Yes 63% No 37 % 



This issues question is - 

Should Kaliirpong have a compuerized Railway 
Reservation Office??? 
Answer in Yes or No by 27th of September 2004 and sent it to us at 
KALIMPONG SPEAKS 

HIMALAYAN TIMES 
C/O HIMALAYAN STORES 
KAL IMPONG 
OR EHMAIL US AT 

hjjria.1 a.y ant ime s Orrecli f fmai 1 . com 
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Workshop On 



Journalism At Kalimpong College 



A first of its kind V\forkshep cn 
Journalism was held at 
Kaliirpong College on the 31 ^ cf 
August . The Workshop 
organized by the Department of 
English, Kaliirpong College, was 
an eye-cpener for the students on 
the pros and cons of journalism. 
Prominent journalists from the 
region were present as Resource 
Persons in the Workshop. 
Among them, Reza Pradhan 
from the Telegraph, and Niraj 
Lama from the Statesman were 
present. The students of Elective 
English and English Honours 
attended the Workshop. English 
Honours students from Clunny 
Womens College were also 
present. 



By Anup Moktan 
According to Ms Anukampa 
Subba, Head of Department of 
English, Kalimpong College, 
Journalism is in the Elective 
English Paper I syllabus of the 
College Curriculum. She said, 
"Though the topic was already 
discussed in the class, the student 
were hearing it directly from 
professionals for the first time. I 
requested Mr. Reza and Mr. Niraj 
over the phone and they were 
kind enough to share their 
expertise with the students". She 
added that the college was also 
contemplating an Inter- 
Departmental Seminar after 
which there was the National- 
Level Seminar sponsored by the 
UGS. 



In the first part of the Workshop, 
the Resource person spoke at 
length on journalism and editing. 
It was followed by the second 
part where they were bombarded 
with questions by the attending 
students. 

Speaking to Hiimalayans Times, 
Mr. Niraj Lama, who is the 
correspondents of the Statesman 
frcm Dar jeeling and is regarded 
as cne of the finest in this field in 
the region, said, "It is a learning 
experience for the students as 
they will be interacting with 
professionals for the first time. 
This workshop would encourage 
students to take up journalism as 
a career." 



Telephone 



B/AipMkbsn 



ben tele phone f i st came to K £ f or , e vac yon 
their lives would change. But contrary to their ba 




s|mRbc1 of the 

death Of our dear 
old friend 



The local Telephone Exchange has been cut of sac vice s 
with "the repair week a too a distant dream. However thif 
time that the telephones have stopped working. Infact 
telephone lines have been dead for only a month, '. 
telephones were dead for almost six month! This just : 
ne gig enoe of the cmcer ned authorities . T he bill s are f 
repair work is dene late and it takes months for the 
care back to life. 

Kife, a well known tourist spot attracts a large pcpulaticn cf tourists . 
Most of the people depend on tourism to make both ends meet. However 
■the telephone f iasco is advarsLy at fecting their business . "I have to 
keep in touch with my agent in Kolkata but these phones are not 
working/' sadd a visdb ]y-infuria ted hotel owner . "I have to cepend on 
these phones to oonf im the booking/' he adced. 

y/ V\hy should we pay the bills for these phones which do not work?" 
echoed another man. 




the 
Telephone 
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Recalling the Road to Lhasa 
from Kalimpong 



The recent publication of the official maps by 
China shows Sikkim as part of India. The 
recognition of Sikkim by the Chinese Government 
almost 25 years since this small Himalayan 
Kingdom became a part of the Republic of India 
has thrown before us tremendous challenges and 
opportunities. The reason why China came up 
with such decision after 25 years and why not in 
1975 itself is a matter of varied historical 
perceptions and high level of geo-politics between 
India and China that is beyond the scope of this 
write up to examine. However, having come to a 
broad mutual understanding on Sikkim and Tibet 
last year when the then Prime Minister of India 
Shri Atal Behari Bajpai visited China, India and 
China are now poised to move away from the 
sterile geo-politics of the past to a new emphasis 
on geo-economics. 



In this connection we have 
been repeatedly talking 
about the reopening of the ^^^^^■•■•^ 
old (silk) trade route from fljlBtf 
Nathula Pass in Sikkim I 
through Lhasa to the I 
Chinese market, tourism * ^r^Sfe* 

across Nepal, Sikkim and M 
Tibet/China, and future de- mK ' 
velopment prospects of ^^T^Mk 
the state of Sikkim. |L *y .^Wbg- ^ 
Opening up of the Himala- jnjfiAflP 
yas for trade and tourism Mr 
will lead to rapid economic 
development on both sides of the border and re- 
connect economic and cultural spaces that were 
torn asunder by the Sino-lndian hostility. There 
have been serious discourses on the up grada- 
tion of the present Jawaharlal Nehru Marg be- 
tween Gangtok and Nathu La to facilitate the 
commercial traffic. An expert committee has been 
set up by the Government of Sikkim in this re- 
spect consisting of senior civil servants and acad- 
emicians headed by a well-known economist and 
professor of Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi, Dr. Mahendra P. Lama who is also 
incidentally the chief economic advisor to the 
Chief Minister of Sikkim. 



By Vimal Khawas 



We however, have failed to bring in the national 
policy discourses the old trade links between 
Kalimpong and Lhasa in Tibet through Jelep La. 
This historic trade route between Kalimpong and 
Lhasa was responsible for building Kalimpong 
as one of the most prominent trade centers of 
Indian and Tibetan goods and raw materials till 
the early 1960s when the route was unexpectedly 
closed following the Sino-lndian war. In fact, the 
emergence of the present Kalimpong Town to its 
present status can in many ways be attributed to 
the trade links between Lhasa-Kalimpong- 
Calcutta and vice versa. In other words, 
Kalimpong flourished as a trade center of Indian 
and Tibetan/Chinese goods. The frequent Tibetan 
Inscriptions on the rocks along the Kalimpong- 

Jelep La-Lhasa route is 
believed to be the route 
^—j^r, mark for the travelers and 

^BP^ traders so that they would 
not lose their way. 
A selective linear survey of 
the elderly Marwari and Ti- 
/ betan traders along the 

R.C. Mintri Road and Relli 
Road highlight that almost 
all the basic goods and raw 
materials like clothes, 
shoes (Tibetan boots), 
spices, sweets, watches, 
candles, cottons etc were 
' traded from kalimpong to 
Lhasa. Further, a traditional Tibetan dress locally 
called Bakhu and its associates like Chuba and 
Pangde were tailored in Kalimpong and trans- 
ported to Lhasa. From Lhasa, raw materials like 
wool of the sheep, crude silver and gold were 
brought to the market in Kalimpong. Mr. Satya 
Narayan Agarwal, aged 75 years old, still vividly 
remembers how he as a young retailer used to 
sell clothes and other semi-finished textiles to the 
Tibetan counterparts during the 1950s. In those 
days there were hardly any vehicles in Kalimpong. 
Hundreds of ponies used to trek down from Lhasa 
via Jelep La to Kalimpong and vice versa. Sitaram 
Chawrasia, aged 63 years, of Bagdhara Road pro- 
foundly recalls how he as a young boy enjoyed 



himalayan times page 



Vol 2 Issue 5 



r 



L 



the dances of the Tibetan trad- 
ers while they brought hundreds 
of thirsty ponies to Bagdhara to 
feed them water. Mr. D. S. 
Khawas of Suruk Dong Busty, 
aged 66 years, is still to forget 
those days of late 1950s when 
he as a teenager used to witness 
hundreds of ponies in and 
around Bagdhara while he 
visited Kalimpong Bazar 
with his family elders during 
week days. 

Survey also highlights that 
most of the people including 
traders in Kalimpong have 
no knowledge about the reo- 
pening of the border 
through Nathu La. When this j 
writer informed the old yjj 
Marwari and Tibetan traders 
about the recent talk of the « 
Government of India and the 
excitement and enthusiasm of 
Sikkim particularly the Chief 
Minister Mr. Pawan Chamling to 
reopen the old silk route of 
Gangtok-Nathu La-Lhasa they 
pointed out that the trade route 
of Kalimpong-Jelep La-Lhasa is 
easier, shorter and smoother 
than the former. Moreover, they 
recalled that the latter route was 
more important during the pre- 
revolution days than the former 



with larger volume of goods and 
raw materials and the corre- 
sponding traders finding their 
place through Kalimpong-Jelep 
La-Lhasa route. 

It is, however, something 
uncanny that Kalimpong has not 
found place in the national and 



regional policy discourses as a 
major trade center of Lhasa till 
the early 1960s and that the re- 
sumption of the trade between 
China/Tibet and India (Sikkim) 
should also benefit Kalimpong 
and its surrounding. Besides, 
Kalimpong and its surrounding 
hills are not less picturesque 
than the Sikkim Himalaya. 
Kalimpong hills have tremen- 
dous tourism potential particu- 



larly nature tourism if it is prop- 
erly planned and rationally struc- 
tured. 

It is high time that the leaders of 
Darjeeling Hills, activists, acad- 
emicians and the general public 
deliberate on the above dis- 
cussed issue and demand the 
recognition of Kalimpong in 

I the policy debate as a his- 
toric trade center with strong 
trade link with Lhasa (Tibet) 
and that the reopening of the 
boarder for trade and other 
economic activities mainly 
tourism need also to be con- 
sidered via Kalimpong-Jelep 
La as Kalimpong along with 
its counterparts Darjeeling 
and Kurseong Hills also de- 
serve to benefit the fruits of 
• the audacious venture of the 
Government of India equally 
as that of Sikkim. Further, open- 
ing up of the Jelep La would 
check the commercial load to 
the carrying capacity of Nathu La 
and it's surrounding and hence 
would share environmental fall- 
outs due to heavy human and ve- 
hicular traffic in the region. 



REUNION MEET FOR COLLEGE ALUMINI 



The Kalimpong College Ex- 
Students Association has decided to 
organize a Reunion for its ex- 
students. The programme, a first of 
its kind in the 42 year old history of 
Kaliirpong College will be held on 
the 3 rd of October 2004. 
Giving information on the same Dr. 
R.K.Dhakal, Principal of the college 
as well as the President of the 
associations says, y/ Ihis is the first 
step towards fostering a closer 
relationship between the Alma 
Matter and its old students. We 



hope to organize more such 
programmes in future so that 
interaction between the ex-students, 
present students and the College 
increases . " 

As per information provided by the 
Secretary of the association Mr. 
Sitaram Kaf ley, a reunion meet will 
be held on that day along with 
cultural programmes which will be 
staged by the present College 
students. This will be followed by 
the Reunion Lunch and the AGM 
of the association. "A new executive 



body to take charge of the 
association will be elected on this 
day", informed Kaf ley. 
Dr. Dhakal has invited all ex- 
students of the College to take part 
in this programme. 




